The Indianisation of Army
CommitWf Memorandum & Army Chief* Reply
Reproduced below Is a memorandum prepared by a Committee of Members of
both Houses of the Central Legislature, and His Excellency the Commander-in
Chiefs reply to it.
The memorandum and reply mark the final stage of an examination which had
its origin in a Resolution moved in the Council of State on the 16th March 1936 by
the Hon'ble Mr. Kalikkar. The main point at issue was how to improve the quality
of the candidates for the Indian Academy. During the discussion which ensued, H.E.
the Commander-in-chief promised to arrange an informal conference at which the
points raised would be farther discussed. After consultation with the members of the
Legislature, a Committee of Members of both Houses of the Legislature was appointed.
The members were the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Lala Bamsaran Das, C.LE., the
Hon'ble Mohamed Hossain Imam subsequently replaced by the Hon'ble Khan
Bahadur Dr. Sir N. Choksy, Kt., O.B.E.., the Hon'ble Pandit Prakash Narayan
Sapru, the Hon'ble Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, the Hon'ble Sir Phiroze Sethna, Kt.,
O.B.E., the Hon'ble Mr. V. V. Kalikkar, Sardar Mangal Singh, M.L.A., B. Das, Esq.,
M.L.A. and Lt. Col. Sir Henry Gidney, Kt., M.L.A.
This Committee held its first meeting on the 14th April Following this, the
members submitted to His Excellency the memorandum setting forth matters which
they desired to discuss and on which they required detailed informatipn. This
information was provided, and a further meeting was held on the 26th September.
Subsequently the Committee drew up and submitted the memorandum reproduced
below, and the final meeting was held on the 4th October. The promises and
undertakings made by His Excellency in his reply, which is reproduced after the
memorandum, are now under examination with a view to seeing how effect can be
given to them.
Text of the  Memorandum
At the outset we wish to make it clear that we do not agree with the policy
which is being followed in regard to the Indianization of the Army. We think
that the process of Indianization can be speeded up and we are definitely of the
opinion that the present policy should be reviewed and substituted by one which
would indianise Officer ranks within a reasonable time. Cur memorandum, however,
is based on the assumption that Government are not prepared to review that policy
in the immediate future. We have been told that it Is not within our province in
this Conference to suggest any reversal or modification of the present policy. We
are therfore, contenting ourselves by making suggestions which In our opinion,
would improve the quality of candidates for the open competitive examination for
admission to the Indian Military Academy.
The first question on which we desire to express our views is in regard to the
clause in the Indenture which parents or guardians of prospective officers have to
execute under which they have to guarantee under certain eventualities a refund up
to a maximum of Rs. 5,000 the cost of training at the Academy. "We consider that
the clause is too widely worded. The only conditions under which Government
should be able to claim a refund should be definite misconduct on the part of the
Cadet or giving up Army within five years from the date of his gettinga commission.
SCSOLABSHIPS
The next point on which we wish to record onr view is that the scholarships now
granted by local governments to Cadets of the Indian Military Academy should be
increased both in number and amount We find that Bengal,-ithe Punjab, Sind, Bihar
and Orissa, Central Provinces, Assam & N. W, F. Pr. are not offering any scholarships.
We see no reason why scholarships should not be offered by these administrations
also. We therefore recommend that the Government of India should try and prevail
upon the provinces to afford help in this direction. In our opinion these scholarships
should be reserved to those who cannot afford to pay the full cost of education
at the Academy themselves,
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